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The impact of being a child street hawker on educational engagement and attainment in Nigeria
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hild Street hawking is a growing public health issue in developing countries like Nigeria with its root cause as poverty and

this results in constant migration of people to the commercial cities in search of livelihood. Majority of these are young
people who lack the basic skills and education required for securing a meaningful job in the formal economic sectors or for
self-dependence, so they resort to street hawking for survival. A journal search was conducted using PubMed, SpringerLink,
AJOL, Science Direct, JSTOR, Scopus, EMBASE, PsycINFO, Google scholar data bases for studies published within 2002-2014.
The 12 studies which qualified based on the inclusion criteria were systematically reviewed. The result showed the impacts
of being a child street hawker on education to include: Low rate of participation, increased rate of truancy and lateness to
school, loss of interest, low progression, high rate of dropout and low educational attainment. It could thus be submitted that
street hawking is detrimental to the educational development of the street hawkers; therefore government should make a
concerted effort to support children from poor parental backgrounds to enjoy uninterrupted basic education and good health.
In the site of increased poverty and unemployment rate, the introduction of skilled based education (Technical School) or
skill acquisition program will be more engaging and appropriate. This will provide with the necessary skills they need for self
dependence and they could create job for themselves instead of searching for one. This will invariably improve the health and
wellbeing of street hawkers and the nation’s economy.
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