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Synopsis of psychological research studies investigating face recognition of missing children
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Over the past decade attention has begun to focus on the importance of understanding, and improving, the public’s
ability to correctly identify children’s faces from AMBER alerts Methods of recognizing missing children have advanced
significantly over the past 30 decades. Beginning with Etan Patz’s face appearing on milk cartons in 1979, to more technically
elaborate mechanisms, such as face aging software, as well as psychological studies aimed at the best and most efficient ways to
help the public, as well as law enforcement, increase the chances of recovering missing children. My current research addresses
the question of how well adults are able to recognize children from AMBER Alert photographs. How well are adults able to
recognize a child who does not look exactly like the typical photographs posted on AMBER Alerts (i.e., school photographs).
The results of the studies I have conducted are both alarming, and hopeful. The results showed that if the child is seen looking
differently than seen in AMBER alerts, recognition is as low 8%, where if the child looks similar (clean looking in the AMBER
alert and clean again in the recognition phase), recognition is fair, over 40%. Current research is showing that the public can
increase their recognition of these children with some basic training. The purpose of my presentation will be to discuss the
history of AMBER Alerts, recognition of missing children, and suggestions for educating the public through free seminars at
schools, churches, and other organizations in throughout the country.
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