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The word forensics has been determined from the Latin word 'forensis' which means forum or public while the word 
pathology literally means 'study of suffering'. Forensic pathology is an application of pathological principles to the 

investigation of the medico-legal cases. It is a field that stretches into both the medical and legal arenas. Forensic pathology 
is a specialized area within the overall field of pathology concerned with determining the cause and manner of death. There 
are two main branches of forensic pathology: Anatomical Pathology which deals with the evaluation of tissues and Clinical 
Pathology that involves the evaluation of body fluids with the help of the laboratory. Forensic pathologists are an integral 
part of investigation system. Forensic pathologists are medically qualified doctors who perform autopsies (postmortem 
examinations) on sudden, unexpected, or an unnatural death like trauma or poisoning. The information discovered through 
an autopsy provides investigators with vital pieces of information as to, what might be responsible for death of an individual. 
In most jurisdictions this is done by a "forensic pathologist", coroner, medical examiner, or hybrid medical examiner-coroner 
system. People often assume that forensic pathologists only deal with cases of homicide or suspicious deaths, however a large 
percentage, if not the majority of cases handled by forensic pathologists, are natural deaths. Without trained & dedicated 
forensic pathologists, many death investigations would go unsolved.
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