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Attacks of tigers on humans have become more frequent in recent years in India because of human-tiger conflicts. In this
paper we tried to understand the causes of human-tiger conflicts on the basis of a case study in which a tiger attacked and
killed three women and one man during the period of two months (December, 2010 to January, 2011) in Corbett tiger reserve.
Two blood samples (WII ID 3002 and 3005), suspected from a wounded tiger, collected and sent to Wildlife Institute of India,
Dehradun, India by the concerned forest department from the different sites in forest and two; one blood (WII ID 183) and one
tissue (WII ID 2992), samples from the shot killed tiger, while it was seen eating human flesh, on 27 January, 2011 were found to
be from a single tiger individual after the four samples were genotyped on 11 highly polymorphic microsatellite loci (seven tiger
specific and four heterologous loci, designed for the domestic cat). Anthropogenic pressure on tiger populations due to human
encroachment, exploitation of forest resources and habitat degradation by various developmental and tourism activities were
found, most likely, to be the causes of human-tiger conflicts and these type of tiger attacks on human in Corbett tiger reserve, India.
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