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Neuropsychiatric symptoms of dementia-Forensic and ethical implications
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The assessment and management of neuropsychiatric symptoms of dementia (NPS) can be challenging. Psychosis, agitation 
and aggression can pose serious risks to patients and others. Aggressive or sexually inappropriate behavior can have forensic 

consequences. Ethical dilemmas often arise when balancing safety versus freedom for impaired patients who become incapable 
of appreciating or respecting moral or legal boundaries. Clinicians often perceive a troublesome disconnect between evidence-
based guidelines and the challenges of treating dangerous NPS. Using case illustrations, the concepts of risk, safety, freedom, 
dignity and personhood in dementia care will be discussed.
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