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Legal and not so legal highs: Forensic analysis of emerging drugs
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Hallucinogenic products sold as “herbal incense” and “bath salts” have been the focus of news media and law enforcement
in recent years. The composition of these products rapidly changes as legislation is enacted to limit or control their sale
and distribution. This creates challenges to forensic chemists and toxicologists who are called upon to analyze such materials.
Participants will learn about these analytical and legal challenges and research underway to find solutions using a variety of
instrumental techniques. Emphasis will be on 1) the analysis of such compounds as seized by law enforcement and submitted
for forensic analysis; 2) toxicology and performance impairment effects along with the further challenge of determination of
metabolites in bodily fluids.
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