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Background: Cervical cancer is one of the most common cancers in women in developing countries. It is also the eminent cause of
mortality and morbidity in women worldwide. Symptoms usually develop when cancer has become invasive and invade nearby tissue.
This has the significant effect on the treatment of cases in the area where there is limited awareness.

Objective: The aim of this study is to describe cervical disease among symptomatic women with a histological sample at Hawassa
University referral hospital, Southern Ethiopia.

Methods: Five years retrospective histopathological characteristics of symptomatic cervical cases were studied from January 2010 to
January 2015 at Hawassa University referral hospital pathology laboratory. Clinical diagnosis of patients, patient’s age, biopsy sample
size and type, and microscopic finding of the cases were collected for this study. The data were entered by Epi-Info statistical software
version 7 and later exported to SPSS version 20 for analysis. Descriptive analyses such as frequency, mean, and standard deviation
were computed.

Results: A total of 513 patients with cervical lesion were examined histopathologically in the study period. The age ranges of the
patients were from 17 to 85 years with a mean and standard deviation of 42 + 11 years. Of these symptomatic examined cases,
253 (49.3%) of them were cancerous lesion while non-cancerous and precancerous cases account for 166 (32.4%) and 51 (9.9%)
respectively. Cervical squamous cell carcinoma was the predominant type of cancer which accounts for 211(83.4%) of all cancerous
cervical cases. The proportion of cervical cancer was higher in the age group older than sixty. The magnitude of cervical cancer and
precancerous cases were steadily increasing throughout study periods whereas non-cancerous cases were fluctuating.

Conclusions: Cervical cases were associated with a wide range of disorders. Cervical cancer was the predominant cervical disease
in symptomatic southern Ethiopian women. The high proportion of cervical cancer was observed in the post-menopausal age when
compared with other cervical cases. Effective uses of low-tech and inexpensive screening tools that already exist and giving awareness
about the disease in combination with the vaccine could reduce this high magnitude of cervical cancer in the study area.
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