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Mycotoxins contamination in some agricultural food commodities seriously impact human and animal health and 
reduce the commercial value of crops. Mycotoxins are toxic secondary metabolites produced by fungi that contaminate 

agricultural commodities pre- or post-harvest. Africa is one of the continents where environmental, agricultural, processing 
and storage conditions of food commodities are conducive of Aspergillus, Fusarium and Penicillium fungal infection and 
mycotoxins biosynthesis. This paper reviews the commodity-wise aetiology and contamination process of mycotoxins and 
evaluates the potential risk of exposure from common African foods and feeds. Possible ways of detection and reducing risk for 
fungal infection and mycotoxin development that are relevant to the African context. It also highlights some of the challenges 
in implementing efforts to mitigate and properly managed the recurrent problem of mycotoxins in the continent. There is need 
for more investigations on food quality and safety and ultimately food security by making available advanced technologies and 
analytical methods as well as surveillance, awareness creation and capacity building in the region.
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