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he majority of human cancer cells are the clonal progeny of an initiating variant tissue cell. Recent investigations of a

variety of tumor types have shown that phenotypically identifiable and isolable subfractions of cells possess the tumor-
forming ability. This feature of rare cells with tumor-forming potential dividing to produce cells with limited or no tumor
forming potential is the basis for the cancer stem cell paradigm. Cancer stem cell research revived a longer-standing idea
that many tumors (though not all) were likely to be the spawn of mutated tissue-specific stem cells. We will present the first
phenotypic evidence to support this concept.
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