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The presentations address the procedural and patentability aspects of the grant and opposition procedure at the European 
Patent Office for applications and patents relating to pharmaceuticals and biotechnology. Exceptions to patentability 

relating to methods of treatment of the human or animal body by therapy or surgery and diagnostic methods are discussed. 
The patentability of pharmaceuticals ranging from new compounds defined by markush type formulas, polymorphs, salts, 
drug formulations, combinations of active agents and medical uses is presented. The patentability discussion also comprises 
the criteria for novelty assessment and the problem-solution approach for inventive step as used by the EPO. 
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